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Your Faith Journey 
Leslie Darwin O’Brien 

     
The theme for the summer Learning Community is 
Your Faith Journey. The kids are taking a time 
travel trip to the Holy Lands and learning about 
what Jesus did and how we can share God's love 
today.  The children get their "Passports" stamped 
each week by their teachers and they are making a 
photo scrapbook to document their "trip.”  
 
At Children's Worship, which takes place in the 
Sunday School classroom as soon as the children 
leave the sanctuary service, we begin with a Prayer 
of Thanksgiving.  Then we share our names, as 
well as joys and concerns for the purpose of 
prayer.  We acknowledge the color of the table 
cloth, which reminds us of the season of the 
Christian year.  We light a candle.  Each week, the 
teacher asks, "Why do we light the candle?"  The 
children respond, "To remind us of the warmth and 
light of Christ."  I really feel that the children 
appreciate this ritual and that the repetition is 
comforting to them.   
 
We continue to use the Seasons of the Spirit 
Curriculum. It is lectionary-based, so that almost 
every week the children will be focusing on the 
Bible verses that the adults will be hearing during 
the sanctuary worship service.  Seasons of the 
Spirit offers lovely, meditative music and 
opportunities for contemplation, so that the 
children don't simply learn "about worship.”   
Rather, they learn "to worship."  This is a great gift 
in our ever-busy lives.  The program also 
incorporates visual art and kinesthetic activities, so 
that we have many opportunities to reach each 
child.  However, our church school is not just 
about the activities, but about the relationships that 
are formed. My hope is that after a few lessons 
with a particular adult, the children will feel like 
they have an extra aunt or uncle! 
 

Our Faith Journey -- Speaking of Aunts and 
Uncles, we're building this community together.  
 
Jim Manley’s song “Part of a Family” reminds 
me so much of our congregation. I am deeply 
moved by the number of individuals who have 
volunteered to help. We now have Bible Buddies 
for the fourth graders who received their Bibles 
in June.  We have a whole flock of "flight 
attendants" for the summer school teachers!! We 
have Chrissy Shultz and James Neochea who 
have taken on the cookie ministry. Thank you!  

 
Candlelight Cabaret a Huge Success 

 
The June 5th Candlelight Cabaret attracted over 
100 music lovers to Fellowship Hall for a 
wonderful evening of beloved standards from the 
legendary “Great American Song Book.”  The 
singers were our own incredibly talented 
choristers Bob Steiner, Christina Schiffner, Julia 
Hathaway and Leslie O’Brien, backed by a 
swinging jazz combo led by David Milnes and 
Greg McColl with guest musicians on flugelhorn 
and drums.  Organized by Bob Steiner and 
produced by Care and Fellowship Chair Sabine 
Hathaway and a terrific team of volunteers, the 
event generated $1,500 in fundraising support for 
Orinda Community Church.   
 
A highlight of the evening was the surprise 
recognition of Director of Music David Milnes 
for his nearly 11 years of outstanding musical 
leadership at OCC.  In appreciation of David, the 
choir sang a secretly-rehearsed rendition of the 
Gershwin favorite, Our Love is Here to Stay.  
David was also presented with a Proclamation of 
Thanks by Pastor Frank Baldwin on behalf of the 
congregation.  Two independently-financed 
contributions are being made in David’s honor:  
one to the Endowment Fund for the UC 
Symphony Orchestra, the other to OCC to start a 
new hymnal fund.  Supplemental gifts to either 
project are most welcome, c/o Orinda 
Community Church.   
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New “Old” Exhibit in the Doug Adams 

Gallery 
 
Our summer exhibit in the Doug Adams Gallery 
features artwork that was originally done in the 
1960s for the “niches” on the north wall of the 
sanctuary.  Then-Pastor Chauncey Blossom often 
encouraged church members to create “niche art” 
in various media to address specific themes:  for 
example, Christmas, Flowers of the Middle East, 
Words of Inspiration.  Thanks to Dorothy Davis 
for restoring these artworks and organizing this 
exhibit! 
 
 

Special Learning 
Community Sunday at 

OCC                              
Come create crafts with Carey! 

July 5th   Why do you think God wants us to share 
with others?  Make a fun project and learn 

Hebrews 13:16 
 
 

 
 
 

Fellowship Hour Treats 
For those of you who have volunteered to bring 
treats for Fellowship hour, thank you!  You can 
bring your treats by the church office, or on 
Sunday mornings after 8.  Please bring food set on 
platters (covered with plastic wrap).  The wrap 
keeps out stray fingers and bugs when we are 
outside.  Set the treats directly on the tables.  
Thank you for your ministry of hospitality!

Congratulations to our Graduates! 

 
 

Claire Hathaway graduates from Camino Pablo Elementary 
School and will enter Joaquin Moraga Middle School  
Jonathon Burnes graduates from Adams Middle School in 
Brentwood. 
Preston Quilici graduates from Orinda Intermediate School 
Kevin Creech, grandson of Nancy and John Creech, 
graduates from Clinton Middle School, NJ 
 Adam Hathaway graduates from Joaquin Moraga Middle 
School and will enter Campolindo High School  
Thomas Elmendorf, grandson of Marnie & Marv 
Rasmussen, graduates from Corpus Christi School and will 
attend St. Mary’s College High School. 
Patrick Burnes graduates from Heritage High School in 
Brentwood. 
Allison Morgan Milligan, granddaughter of Jeanne and 
Robert Milligan, graduates from Stanley Middle School and 
go to Campolindo High School  
Austin Grier graduates from Miramonte High School and 
will be attending Cal Poly. 
Maggie McCarten graduates from Miramonte High School 
and will be attending Seattle University 
Helen Julia Mead graduates from Miramonte High School 
and will be attending Lewis & Clark College in Portland, 
Oregon, in the fall. 
Claire Morgan Shalinsky, granddaughter of Jeanne and 
Robert Milligan, graduates from Westview High, San Diego 
and go to U.C Davis in the fall  
Gabriel Eugene Milligan, grandson of Jeanne and Robert 
Milligan graduates from Santa Rosa High in Sta. Rosa, Ca. 
and go to N.Y.U. with scholarship to Tisch School of the Arts 
in Manhattan in fall "09 
Jeannie Merchant graduates from St. Mary’s College with a 
credential in teaching  
Kurt Winbigler participated in the Commencement of the 
first full graduating class at UC Merced.  He will stay on for 
the Fall 2009 semester to finish classes for his second minor 
completing a B.A. with a Literature major and History & 
Political Science minors 
Paulina Schippke, granddaughter of Betty Ann Williams, 
graduates from Academy of Art University S.F. 
Danny Berring, grandson of Elva Rust, graduates from 
Stanford University. 
Dr. Travis Riddell graduated from Boston Children’s 
Hospital from Boston’s Combined Program in Pediatrics, 
(part of Harvard Medical School), a three year residency 
program. 
Tim Karplus graduates from Oregon State with a degree in 
Music. 
Christina Schiffner graduates from UC Berkeley with a 
Ph.D. in the History and Literature of Music. 
Donny Gordin graduates from Middle School. 
Sonja Ingebritzen and Judith Holloway graduate from 
Pacific School of Religion. 



3 

Ongoing Lifelong Learning 
Opportunities at OCC 

 
 

Bible Study 
 

Monday Night Bible Study is reading Isaiah, and 
will continue to meet through July 13.  The group 
will be on summer holiday from July 20 through 
Labor day, resuming September 14. 
 
Bible Study at OSV, facilitated by Rev. Lee 
Cruise, meets every Thursday at 10:30 am in the 
6th floor conference room.  (The OSV Bible Study 
will take a summer hiatus in July, but be back in 
August).  All are invited! 
 
 

Theology Book Club  
 

   The Theology Book Club will be reading The 
Third Jesus: The Christ We Cannot Ignore by 
Deepak Chopra (available this summer in 
paperback).  The group meets in the church library 
from 7:00-8:30 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each 
month. 

 
Women’s Spirituality Group 

 

This group meets the first and the third Saturday of 
every month at 9:30 a.m. in the Fireside Room for 
fellowship and spiritual sharing. All women are 
invited!  

 
 

Breakfast Group 
 

The breakfast group meets every Wednesday at 
7:00 a.m. in the Board Room for breakfast and 
discussion. Everyone is welcome!  
 

 
OCC's New Sharing Circle 

 
Begins July 12 after worship!  This new informal 
fellowship group will meet on all the Sundays in 
which we do not have an after-church forum.  We 
will share joys and concerns for the purposes of 
prayer and have a brief discussion of the sermon or 
other topic of common interest.  We know that our 
church is built on strong relationships.  The 
objective of this new group is simply for us to get 
to know each other better. 
 

 

Summertime Activities at OCC 

 
 

Midsummer Evening Taize and 
Labyrinth Walk 

 
At 7:00 p.m. Sunday July 12, we will have a 
special evening liturgy in the unique style and 
spirit of the Taizé Community in France.  The 
labyrinth will also be included as a part of the 
service and will be available for walking and 
meditation following the worship.   
 
Calling all Kindergartners through 5th 

Graders! 
 
Join us for Summer Vacation Bible School July 
20-24 from 9am to noon each day.  We'll be 
partnering with Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church 
to participate in Son Rock Kids Camp.  Our 
Director of Community Life, Leslie O'Brien will 
be helping with the music. All K through 5th 
graders get ready for a great time of fellowship 
and fun! See page 4 or Leslie Obrien for a 
registration form (also on the website). 
 

Membership Orientation June 28 or 
July 5 

 
Do you need a spiritual community?  OCC 
welcomes new members, and also welcomes 
questions about belonging to a progressive and 
inclusive Christian Church.  Pastor Frank 
Baldwin invites you to join a one-hour 
membership group after worship on either 
Sunday, June 28 or Sunday, July 5.  New 
members will be received next on Sunday, July 
12.  No matter who you are or where you are on 
life’s journey, you are welcome here!  Childcare 
available on request.  More information?  Talk to 
Frank:  925-254-4906 or 
frank@orindachurch.org. 

mailto:frank@orindachurch.org�
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Contra Costa Interfaith Housing 
Backpack Drive 

 
 
Contra Costa Interfaith Housing (CCIH) needs 
your help in getting the children who live at the 
Garden Park Apartments ready for the next school 
year.  Each child needs a solid colored backpack, 
filled with age appropriate school supplies (a list 
follows) that will be delivered to the children the 
week of August 9th -16th.  Can you help with this 
Backpack Drive? 
 
Orinda Community Church has been a member 
congregation of CCIH since its inception in the late 
1990's, and our Mission and Outreach Commission 
and the Endowment Board, in addition to many 
individual members of the congregation, have been 
very helpful in making the dream of helping  
homeless  families become a reality.  
 
Contra Costa Interfaith Housing's mission, goals 
and objectives address the needs of the homeless in 
our community by providing permanent, 
supportive housing.  CCIH opened its first 
program, the Garden Park Apartments in Pleasant 
Hill, in 2004 and now successfully provides 
permanent housing with on-site professional and 
volunteer services to 27 formerly homeless 
families.    
 
One of the support services that has been highly 
successful is the Homework Club, where a staff 
Academic Specialist and dedicated volunteers 
guide the tenant's children through the rigors of 
their schoolwork.  The academic improvements 
that have occurred because of the Homework Club 
are impressive, but even more important is the joy 
and confidence the students receive when they 
discover that they have the ability to succeed for 
the first time in their lives.  The stability and 
support that is provided by the Garden Park 
Apartments Community is really making a 
difference in the lives of these families. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is needed for the backpacks?      
    Use a  solid color backpack- (NOT red or blue 
as these are "gang colors.") OCC will be 
providing packs for elementary school 
children—3 boys and 10 girls.  The Wish List for 
contents in the back packs is as follows, please 
supply what you can: 
 
* solid color 1-inch 3-ring notebook binder 
* ruled paper for the binder 
* large pink eraser 
* blue, black and red pens 
* pencils 
* pencil box or container 
* box of 24 crayons 
* pkg. of 8 washable colored markers 
* small bottle school glue 
* pencil sharpener that catches shavings 
* solid color folders (no fasteners) 
* kid scissors 
* ruler 
* pkg. of 12 colored pencils 
* water color paints 
* solid jumbo sized book covers 
* writing paper with dashed line in center 
 
Other ideas of things that you could add to the 
backpacks are stickers to decorate the packs or 
folders, miscellaneous craft supplies, school 
snacks,   or Target or Safeway Gift cards.     
 
Please bring the Back-to-School Backpacks to 
the church office no later than August 16.    
Thank you for helping the children at Garden 
Park Apartments be ready for a successful school 
year! 
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Holy Shepherd Lutheran Church & Orinda Community Church 
Vacation Bible School 

July 20-24, 2009 
 
 
 
Child’s Name __________________________________________________ Male  Female  
 
Birthday ______________ Grade Entering Fall ______ School __________________________ 
 
Shirt Size: YS , YM , YL ,  AS ,  AM ,  AL ,  AXL  
 
Parent’s Name _________________________________Home Phone _____________________ 
 
Address ________________________________City _________________ Zip _____________ 
 
Cell Phone/Pager # ____________________________Email ____________________________ 
 
Local Emergency Contact ______________________________Phone ____________________ 
 
Address _____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Allergic to: Penicillin, Bee Sting, Poison Oak, Other, (specify) ___________________ 
 
Severity of allergic reaction ______________________________________________________ 
 
Medication(s) presently being used _________________________________________________  
 
Give details or additional information needed ________________________________________ 
 
Medical insurance company ___________________________ Policy # ___________________ 
 
Medical-Surgical Release: I/We understand that every effort will be made to contact me if my child needs emergency medical-
surgical treatment.  But, if it is impractical to do so, I/we hereby give permission to the licensed physician and or surgeon selected 
by Beverly Townsley or Susie Koeper to secure proper treatment, to hospitalize, or to order injection, anesthesia, X-ray or surgery 
for my/our child as named above.  This consent form gives permission to seek whatever medical attention is deemed necessary, and 
releases HSLC/OCC (the Church) and its staff of any liability against personal losses of named child.  I/We have legal custody of 
the student named above, a minor, and have given our consent for him/her to attend this event organized by the Church. I/We 
understand that there are inherent risks involved in any ministry or athletic event, and I/We hereby release the Church, its pastors, 
employees, agents, and volunteer workers from any and all liability for any injury, loss, or damage to person or property that may 
occur during the course of my/our child’s involvement. In the event that he/she is injured and requires the attention of a doctor, I/we 
consent to any reasonable medical treatment as deemed necessary by a licensed physician. In the event treatment is required from a 
physician and/or hospital personnel designated by the Church, I/we agree to hold such person free and harmless of any claims, 
demands, or suits for damages arising from the giving of such consent. I/We also acknowledge that we will be ultimately 
responsible for the cost of any medical care should the cost of that medical care not be reimbursed by the health insurance provider. 
Further, I/we affirm that the health insurance information provided above is accurate at this date and will, to the best of my/our 
knowledge, still be in force for the student named above.  
 
 
Parent/guardian signature: _____________________________________ Date: ____________ 
 

     I consent to the use of any photo of my child in future HSLC-OCC publications. 
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OCC FINANCIAL SPOTLIGHT June 15, 2009  
 

2009 Pledges Received Through January 15, 2009                                                                                          $298,920.00  
Additional Pledges Received Through June 15, 2009                                                                                          $26,190.00 
                                              TOTAL                                                                                          $320,110.00     

Additional Pledges Needed to Balance 2009 Budget                                                                                              $8,786.00 
2009 Pledges Budgeted                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  $333,896.00  
 
January – May 2009 Income/Expense                                                                             Income          $183,062 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Expenses          $151,819 

At the Annual Meeting in January, the congregation approved an unbalanced budget. You can see 
from the information above, that in order to balance the 2009 Budget we will all need to consider 
what additional pledge commitment can be made for this year. An additional pledge of $5,000 has 
been received during the past month for which we are grateful. 
                                                                                                                                    
The mid-year report on Fundraising and Miscellaneous:                                            Budget           Received 
                                                                             Fundraising                                    $15,000             $2,225 
                                                                             E-Script/Matching Funds                 6,000                         554 
                                                                             Miscellaneous                                 2,350                  1,000 
Please note it is particularly important in this difficult financial year for installment pledge 
payments to be made during the summertime (June through August).  This will help our cash 
position and enable expenses to be paid on a timely basis.                             

If you are able to increase your pledge, please send the pledge card (printed below) to indicate the 
amount of your special 2009 pledge increase. Thank you! 

 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

“The world of the generous gets larger and larger.”                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                
Proverbs 11:24 (The Message) 

Date: _______________________              FOR CHURCH RECORDS Envelope#_____________________________  
  
Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________________________________________ . State ________      Zip Code_______________  

I plan to give beginning ___________   (date & year)  __________________ (amount )  each     week      month 

for an annual total of $_____________ .   I understand that this commitment can be changed at anytime by  
giving notice to the OCC Treasurer, Dick Long.   
 
           I would like to talk with someone about including the Orinda Community Church in my will.  

                  Signed: _________________________________________ Date: ____________  
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Orinda Community Church                                                
July 2009                             

Worship Sundays 10:00 a.m. 
Fellowship Hour 11:15 a.m. 

 

BOLD TIMES indicate PM 

 
Next Neighbor Deadline: July 20, 2009 

Submit submissions to office@orindachurch.org, fax 925.254-1468 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   1 2 3 4 

  
 

 7 Breakfast Group 

 
2:30 Staff Meeting 
 
4 Worship & 
Music 

 
No OSV 
Bible Study 
in July—the 
gathering 
will be back 
in August! 

 
Office 
Closed 
 
Happy 4th 
of July! 

Independence 
Day 

 
 
 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
 10 Sewing Circle 

 
7 Bible Study 

9:30 Children& 
Youth 
Commission 

7 Breakfast Group 
 

11:45 Lifelong 
Learning 
 

 
2:30 Staff Meeting 
 

 
 
 
4:30  
Endowment 
Board 

  
 
 
6  Youth Sleep-
over 

12 13  14 15 16 17 18 
11:30  Sharing 
Circle Begins 
 
7   Taize around 
the Labyrinth  

10 Sewing Circle 

 
 
7 Bible Study 

High School 
students  from 
WA staying with 
us in the Library 
& Fireside Room 
on a mission trip 
until 6/22 >>>> 

7 Breakfast Group 
 

2:30 Staff Meeting 

 
7:30 Pastoral 
Relations Comm. 

  No Women’s 
Spirituality Group 
in July 
 

 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
 
 
 
 
 
 

July Neighbor                 
input deadline. 

10 Sewing Circle 
 
No Bible Study 

7  OCC’s 
Theologians 
Book Club 

7 Breakfast Group  
 

2:30 Staff Meeting 

 
7:30 Church 
Council 
 
July Neighbor 
published. 
 
mission trip ends.< 

9:30 Parish 
Callers 
 
 

  

26 27 28 29 30 31  
 10 Sewing Circle 

7 Bible Study 
 7 Breakfast Group 

 
2:30 Staff Meeting 

  

 

mailto:office@orindachurch.org�
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Finding Our Way Adult Spiritual Retreat Registration 
We need a firm count to make sure we can hold this camp. Please register by July 31

st 
to help 

us in our planning. Later registrations will be accepted, but earlier registrations are 
appreciated!!  
To register, please fill out the form below and send in with payment to:  

Adult Spiritual Retreat at Caz  
Camp Registrar  

NCNC-UCC  
21425 Birch Street  

Hayward CA 94541-2131  
(Make checks payable to NCNC or to pay by credit card include credit card info below.)  
 
Name:                                                                                          Yes, I served on 2009 Camp Staff. (Apply $20 discount.)  
Street Address:  
City, State, Zip:  
Phone: Email:  
Birth date: Vegetarian?  
Other special needs or requests:  
Emergency Contact name/phone:  
Child(ren) attending with you: (Children under 6 are free of charge, over 6 years cost $60.00)  
Name: Age:  
Name: Age:  
To pay with Visa or Mastercard: Amount to Charge:  
Card number: __________--_________--___________--____________  
Expiration date: ___/___ Security Code: ______  
Billing address, if not same as above: 
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My Faith Journey 
Leslie Darwin O’Brien 

 
I am so honored that Frank asked me to take 
the position of Director of Community Life.  
The offer was completely unexpected, but the 
job allows me to put into practice some ideas 
that have been stewing for a long time. The 
job is a huge blessing to me at this point in my 
faith journey.    I think that the greatest gift I 
bring to the job is that I know many of you!  I 
am not afraid to ask you for help, because I 
know how talented and gifted y’all are.  While 
I have no formal education in child 
development, I feel comfortable organizing 
and schlepping, and, as you may have seen, I 
am not afraid to make a fool of myself for the 
sake of the children.  Please know that I am 
open to any of your suggestions.  Please do 
not hesitate to call me if you have any ideas or 
if you’d like to help.  
 
This new job is only the latest step on my 
personal faith journey, but I would like to 
share with you a bit of my faith background, 
so that you'll know where I'm coming from. 
I like to think of the Bible as a map for our 
journey.  My three favorite Bible verses are:   
 
“He has shown you O mortal what is good, 
and what does the Lord require of thee: do 
justice, love kindness and walk humbly with 
God.” 
“Love one another.” 
“Be not forgetful to entertain strangers, for 
thereby many have entertained angels 
unaware.” 
 
I am also moved by the words of Victor Hugo: 
“To love another person is to see the face of 
God.” 
 
I grew up in Little Rock, Arkansas in a church 
very similar to this one. It was a downtown 
church.  My family had to pass five churches 
to get to our church, but it was worth it 

because of the strong family of faith there.  
The church was mission oriented, meeting the 
needs of poor families in the downtown area.  
Like OCC, it was filled with very smart 
people whose faith was exemplified in their 
actions.  Many generous acts were done 
anonymously.   
 
My faith is also a product of my Mimi, my 
grandmother who held "Circle" at her home in 
Beebe, Arkansas every month for the women 
in her peer group at church.  I am comforted 
by my Mimi's ability to make everyone feel 
like he/she is the most precious person on 
earth.  The spirit of my grandmother's wisdom 
is also present in the women's groups at our 
church. 
 
When I was sixteen, I had a "Road to 
Damascus" experience.  After that, it became 
impossible for me to doubt the existence of 
God.  However, I would not have had that 
experience if I had not been shaped along the 
way by my grandmother, the folks at my 
church and my parents.  I am forever grateful 
for that experience and I am forever grateful 
to Frank for the sermon he delivered on the 
first day I visited OCC and to Dorothy 
McIntire who welcomed me and said, "WE 
don't teach our children anything they have to 
'unlearn.'"   
 
A couple of months ago Amy Parlett (Angel 
Amy) and I met for coffee. We came up with a 
list of some amazing activities that this church 
is already doing:   the Advent Celebration, 
Winter Nights, the acolyte program, our 
music, Common Hope, among others.  I am so 
proud of who we are right now.  I know that 
we can build on these wonderful programs.   
We are not a church in the 50s, nor are we a 
church in the Bible belt, but we are church 
blossoming with God’s love.  While we are 
not huge, we have a huge heart.....I look 
forward to a splendid journey together. 
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